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“Happy New Year”, greetings,

It does not seem possible that a new year is upon us. The 12 months of 2016 rocketed by leaving in its
wake some endings and some new beginnings. We remember the passing and retirements of longtime
retailers, employees, friends and family. With each there is a renewing.

Our sales for 2016 totaled another impressive year of over 1.4 billion dollars. In the wake of com-
pressed sales due to huge deflation in the meat and other perishable departments as well as a 52 vs.
53 week in the previous year, oil patch reduction of drilling in many of our trade areas; our team
members delivered another impressive rebate to our member owners.

Pressure on margins at wholesale and retail continue to push our focus on driving cost out of the
system to ensure the continuance of competitive pricing and promotions for our member stores. Areas
of focus remain on productivity efficiencies, operational expense reductions, labor and health costs as
well as continuing the efforts with our vendor partners on promotional activity and program support.
With new leadership in Washington, our hope of deregulation would benefit the grocery industry and
importantly, the oil and gas industry on which many of our member owners depend to grow and
prosper. With the new administrations focus on health care, we are also hopeful that the changes
brought forth will help reduce cost and provide better options for our members in 2017.

In 2016, your Board approved two new capital projects for 2017. We will add additional dry space to
our existing warehouse to increase efficiency in product slotting and selection processes. In addition,
we are increasing our south frozen facility by another 50,000 square feet to help accommodate promotional buying in meat and eliminate the need
for third party storage which will save our members money in cost of goods and help us to take better advantage of spot buys in the market.

The conversion of our new Private Brands is well on its way, with final conversion scheduled for completion by our spring food show. The accept-
ance by our members of the new Private Brands has been incredible and has given our members a fresh look and quality in respective depart-
ments that will continue to develop and grow at retail. 

In closing, I want to thank all of you, our Board, member owners and all associates for a great year and continued dedication in making Affiliated
Foods Amarillo, a great place to work and a great place to trade.

Thanks. Have a blessed year,

Randy Arceneaux; President and CEO

“Affiliated Foods Amarillo, a great place to work,
and a great place to trade.”

A New Years’ Greeting from Our President 
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DeJarnett Introduces New Line of Great Products

Courtesy of Val Clawson / DeJarnett

DeJarnett would like to introduce a
new line of Private Brand to our
Retail Members. The decision came
after the announcement of long time
partner Western Family announced
their closing. 

We look forward to our new partner-
ship with Topco and following is the
new line of products. Many have
been streaming into the warehouse
since June 2016.

Shurfine Brand will
still be the tried and
true brand we already

know to have great taste and
proven reliability...

Tippy Toes is designed
to care for every inch
of your baby, from the

very tips of their toes and up!
Tippy Toes® is the brand parents
can trust and be confident that they
are buying quality baby care prod-
ucts their child deserves, at prices
better than the national brands.

One of the things you
love most about your
pet is his energetic,

playful personality. And
you want to ensure it stays that way.
Paws Premium® has the same
quality ingredients found in the
national brands so you can be sure
he’s getting essential nutrients,
whether he’s chasing a ball or snug-
gling next to you. The price is for-
mulated to make you happy too.
And to ensure your best bud never
gets bored, Paws® offers a wide
selection of toys and accessories.

Wiping up a sticky
spill. Sweeping up the
never-ending dog hair.

It comes part and parcel with the joy
of everyday life. Simply Done
makes handling ordinary tasks and
everyday messes simple and easy,
without disrupting the cadence of
the day. That’s because all Simply
Done products have the same quali-
ty as a national brand, but are
priced less. 

Be at ease — time’s on
your side™. @ease®
understands your busy
lifestyle, which is why
we provide delicious

meals, snacks, and sides in only
minutes. With a variety of cate-
gories throughout the freezer sec-
tion, our products are made with
quality ingredients at affordable
prices that delight your family. We
know your time is valuable, so start
saving it with delicious and easy-to-
prepare foods from @ease®.

Life is better frosted
and glazed. At Sweet
P’s Bake Shop®, we
think everyone

deserves to indulge — from donuts
to red velvet cupcakes. Our afford-
able, tasty delights are perfect for
an everyday treat or a decadent
occasion and can be found in the
bakery section of your local grocery
store. So go ahead — satisfy your
sweet tooth with Sweet P’s Bake
Shop®.

At Buckley Farms®,
we take pride in pro-
viding big taste for
the heart of your

meals. We satisfy your hunger with
items from whole turkeys, to deli
meats and chicken wings. Find
Buckley Farms® in your local gro-
cer’s refrigerated meat department,
and enjoy the feast!

You want better choices.
The simpler the ingredi-
ents, the closer to nature
they are, the easier it is to

choose what’s best for you and your
family.  With Full Circle®, you know
what you’re getting. We believe in
keeping it real, and affordable. And
with more than 1,000 products in
stores across the country, we’re
easy to find, too. Bringing you quali-
ty products that enhance the all-
around goodness of your life has
been our passion for more than 10
years.

From first-aid to vita-
mins, over-the-
counter drugs to
beauty care,
TopCare® has

affordable products that are as
effective as the national brands, all
in your favorite grocery store. Each
product is laboratory tested to guar-
antee its highest quality, so you can
get everything you need in one
shopping trip and get home to focus
on the important things, taking care
of your family.

Let Wide Awake Coffee
Co.’s ® rare breed of
coffee awaken your

senses.With as many varieties as
the animal kingdom itself you’re
sure to find a flavor to suit your dis-
tinct personality.Get a jump on life
and SEE for yourself!

It’s Cow Belle
Creamery’s™ promise
to you that whenever

you’re indulging in one of our many
delicious treats, you’re experiencing
the finest ingredients and recipes.
We proudly make Cow Belle
Creamery™ Ice Cream the old-fash-
ioned way — the creamy and
dreamy way it was meant to be
enjoyed. The ultimate taste test is
up to you, so stop by your favorite
grocery store and pick up some
Cow Belle Creamery™ for your
family today!

Shopping on a
budget shouldn’t
mean sacrificing.

Valu Time® delivers everyday
affordability to help fill up your gro-
cery cart. It’s our mission to make
taking care of your family just a little
bit easier. We’re here to meet your
basic needs, and with hundreds of
items at low prices Valu Time® has
you covered. 

We are looking forward to another
successful and profitable “New Year
2017”.

References www.topco.com



3

2016

#1 Panhandle Salvage - Amarillo, TX

The team at the “Salvage Store” would like to wish all of you a happy new
year with the hope that you will have many blessings in the year to come!

One of the biggest blessings we have as employees of the Affiliated
Foods is the Salvage Store. If you are not taking advantage, you are

missing out on one of the best benefits that is offered to you. In the fiscal
year 2016, we have given $271,716.00 in employee discounts. 

We have also made a lot of changes to provide a better shopping experi-
ence. We have extended our closing time to 7:00 p.m., to make sure

everyone has the opportunity to shop when it is convenient.

The one thing that hasn’t changed, is employees still have a 30%
discount, off our already low prices! 

To those of you who shop here already, thank you for your business! If
you have never been to the store, please come and check it out. 

Hope to see you soon. Steve

Denise Fairchild, Cashier

Steve Hanes, Manager and 
Brad Huffaker, Asst. Manager 

Debra Wieck, Grocery StockerNorma Rios, Freezer Stocker

Erica Otero, Grocery Stocker and
Claudia Aranda, Cashier

Tracey Tomlinson,
Dock

Ruben Rocha, Freezer Stocker

Lori Ramirez, Dairy StockerCarol Kroeger, 
Produce Stocker

Courtesy of Steve Hanes,
Manager  Carol Kroeger, Produce Stocker; Kristi Glisson, Produce

Stocker; Perla Najera, Reclamation; Lizet Camacho,
Reclamation and James Kuhler, Asst. Manager

Lorraine Mays,
Cashier

Lupe Mireles,
Grocery Stocker
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Food Service News

New Food Service Accounts

Affiliated L-R, Eric Phillips and Daniel
Hamilton with Lance Brodsky. 

Courtesy of Susan Appel,
Food Service

Burger Bash, back row, Lance Brodsky, AFS North Central District Manager,
Eric Phillips; AFS Sales consultant,Daniel Hamilton, AFS North District Mgr.

Front row, Make a Wish recipient and her mother. 2016 Make A Wish Burger Bash

What an honor to represent Affiliated
Food Service in the
1st ever Burger Bash
for the Make a Wish
Foundation! Although ,
winning the best
Alternative Burger was
an honor, it was amaz-
ing to see how much
the Make a Wish foun-
dation does here in
the Panhandle area. It
is an incredible feeling
to know that AFS can
partner up with amaz-
ing organizations that
are really doing every-
thing they can to make
a difference in the
lives of so many peo-
ple!

This Burger Bash
raised over $70k dol-

lars for make a Wish. It was great to see
some of the kids & families who have
been honored to receive gifts from the
foundation. To know that Make a Wish
does everything they can to make the
dreams of kids who are struggling with
physical  or mental ailments come to
pass, whether through going to Disney
World, meeting a famous athlete or in
the case of the girl who was at this
event, receiving a playground set! Her
parents shared how it has brought the
neighborhood kids around to play &
while she is playing on that playground
she is the same as the other kids!  

It is an amazing feeling to know that I
work for a local company that believes in
making the difference not just in a kids
life but in our community as a whole!  It
will be an honor to represent AFS again
next year for the 2nd Annual Make A
Wish Burger Bash!!

~Lance Brodsky, North Central District
Manager, AFS

6965 CAKETOPIA OF AMARILLO 5120 S. WESTERN AMARILLO, TX 79109
6963 CASTAWAYS 4523 CANYON DR AMARILLO, TX 79110
6958 EL SOMBRERO MEXICAN FOOD 308 W WYATT EARP DODGE CITY, KS 67801
6960 JB'S STEAK HOUSE 225 EAST MAIN WOODWARD, OK 73801
6957 HENK'S BBQ 1508 S GRAND AMARILLO, TX 79104
6954 PRIME ON THE NINE 1800 MATT DOWN LN DODGE CITY, KS 67801
7096 TEX-MEX RESTAURANT 425 PHELPS AVE LITTLEFIELD, TX 79339
6947 TOP OF TEXAS COUNTRY 200 N 2ND ST TEXLINE, TX 79087
6943 FOUR WAY MARKET 9700 US HWY 287 DUMAS TX  79029
7084 CORN EXPRESS 812 AMARILLO BLVD AMARILLO TX 79107
7087 LOS GUERRITOS 1305 MAIN ST EUNICE, NM 88231
6940 TULE CREEK 115 W. BROADWAY TULIA, TX 79088
6939 FIT FOOD 3319 BELL ST AMARILLO TX 79106
6938 LUPE'S MEXICAN RESTAURANT 3004 WILLIAMS WOODWARD, OK 73801
7082 FOOD COURT EXPRESS 423 E SECOND ST ROSWELL, NM 88203
6935 GRAZE ON MAIN 718 N MAIN BORGER, TX 79009
7074 YA MAKING ME HUNGRY 1602 MAIN ST LUBBOCK, TX 79401
7073 A-TOWN SPORTS GRILL 608 E. BROADWAY ST ANDREWS, TX 79714
6928 THE CAKE COMPANY 1502 5TH AVE CANYON, TX 79015
7063 MUNCHVILLE 6002 SLIDE DR STE.M16 LUBBOCK, TX 79414
7060 ELI'S BISTRO 3109 N MAIN ROSWELL, NM 88201
6924 JAC'S KITCHEN 1115 N KANSAS AVE LIBERAL, KS 67901
6923 R&J CAFÉ 914 E PARK AVE HEREFORD TX 79045
7059 THE BUTCHER'S BLOCK 1600 25TH STREET SNYDER, TX 79549
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Employee of the Month 2017 - Lluvia Martinez

“Way to go”, and
congratulations to
Tyler Nava. He is
our newest “New
Employee of the
Month” for
January 2017…

Tyler works at the Warehouse Return Dock under
the supervision of Albert Perez and Alejandro
Lozoya. He began with AFI on October 13th 2016.

Albert stated,  “Tyler is a great addition to our
team. He is a fast learner and goes beyond our
expectations.  Tyler has shown great improvement
since he was hired.  We can leave him basically
on his own and know that he can handle the job.
We really know that we can count him. ” 

Way to go, Tyler!

Spotlight on the Warehouse

“Way“Way
t ot o
Go ”Go ”

Tyler Nava

Congratulations to Lluvia Martinez,
she is January’s 2017 Employee of
the Month. Lluvia has been with
Affiliated for 5 ½ years.  She cur-
rently works as a Checker under the
supervision of Rodney Kellison in
Perishable Receiving.  Rodney
believes Lluvia to be one of the
kindest people he knows and he can
count on her to get the job done.
“Lluvia is always on time, always
works hard, and is always smiling”,
according to Rodney.  

Lluvia, received a plaque and will
receive 250 bonus points along with
a $35 gift certificate for apparel from

the Employee Portal.  In addition,
she chose two $25 gift certificates
from The Plaza and will have a spe-
cial parking space for the month of
January.

Lluvia is married to Emmanuel
Dominguez and they share three
adorable children; Isaac - age 11,
Edwin – age 9, and Luna – age 6
months.  The family loves to travel
and spend time together going to
the movies or playing games.  They
have a Boxer, named Monster, and
a tortoise, named Speedy.  Lluvia
loves to cook and likes seafood or
Italian food.  Her favorite movie is

Man of Fire.  The most influential
person in Lluvia’s life has been her
mom, who raised her and her two
brothers on her own.  She did an
excellent job and Lluvia is working
hard to raise her kids with the same
values.  Lluvia’s goal is to buy a
house and save money so her kids
can go to college.  Affiliated appreci-
ates all you do, Lluvia and wishes
the best for you and your family!

Congratulations to the following
January Employee of the Month
nominees for their hard work! Susan
Appel, Julia De Santiago and Robert
Rodarte.

Randy Arceneaux, CEO and President of Affiliated Foods presents the
“Employee of the Month” plaque to Lluvia Martinez..

Wellness for the New Year 2017
Most people make the dreaded “I will lose
weight”, for their new year’s resolution. For most
people, there are two thoughts of change they
want to make. One is to workout and two is to
diet. The best is to combine both.

But if you choose to pick diet, the following super
slimming foods will help you achieve your goals.
They are... Almonds, popcorn, avocados,
bananas, apples, green tea, oatmeal, carrots,

cauliflower, artichokes, eggs, greek yogurt, black
beans, chia seeds, coconut oil, collard greens,
blueberries, broccoli, brown rice and cabbage.

Good luck on your way to happiness and well-
ness. Happy New 2017! Make your dreams
become realities.

References www.lifeplunge.com

Courtesy of Rita Koontz / HR
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Ugly Sweater Contest...and the Winner is...

At Affiliated Foods, when we hire a new order selector there is a working standard that must be met in the first 60 days of
employment.  The Warehouse Management System calculates time for each store order based on Engineered Labor
Standard.  This time / standard must be met at 100% by the first 60 days.  Once the selector achieves 100% of standard
and keeps that standard or above, they become qualified order selectors.  This process helps orders to be pulled in a
timely manner. January 2017 Above and Beyond…

HBC Top Pay: Amy Lillback and Ashley Romero  HBC Qualified: Mia Markham and Rachael Webb  
Perishable Top Pay: Dashaun Ashley and Tyler Smith  Perishable Qualified: Bryan Merino, 

Victor Mejia and Felix Tena 

Courtesy of Jimmy Ross / Director of Warehouse Operations, Ralph Telles / Dry Grocery 
Supervisor, James Canales / Perishable Supervisor and Israel Guajardo / HBC Supervisor  

Above Above && beyond January beyond January 20172017

Congratulations!

Albert Rodriguez
1st Place

Pictured L to R: 3rd
Place Winner, $50, Tina

Sanchez, 1st Place
Winner, $150, Albert
Rodriguez and 2nd
Place Winner, $100,

Cindy Craig.

Congratulations to all!!
Thanks to all our participants, we all enjoyed and really

had a great time with the “Ugly Sweater Contest”!
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Bakery / Deli News
Happy New Year 2017!

Happy new Year to everyone, I hope
that all of you had a very good year
last year but it is time to regroup
and set goals for next year make a
plan and write down your rights and
wrongs from the holidays and any-
thing that you can think of. Make
sure you make notes on items that
you over ordered on and items that
you did not order enough. This is a
good time to clean up your depart-
ments and give them a fresh new
look. 

Make new goals for 2017 but make
them achievable and make a plan
on how you will make this happen.
January is a great month for sales in
the Deli and Bakery departments as
many people  have parties and are
looking for Party Trays, Tamales,
Chicken Wings, Salads, Cheese,
Cheese Balls, Desserts, and any-
thing that is ready to go are great
items that sell around this time. This
is the time of year when tamales sell
very well and the affiliated order
number for the red chili pork
tamales is 26620 and the green chili
chicken tamales order number is
26622.  And for the Stores that have
a pizza program make sure you
push this item as they will sell very
well at this time.

The regular football season may be
over but we still have the playoffs
and the Super Bowl is yet to come
on February 5 which will be in
Houston Texas this year and a big
chance that the Dallas Cowboys
might be there this year. Have fun
enjoy the games and have a great
year in 2017.

Thank You, Bobby Pena Happy New
Year from Deli and Bakery!!

It is hard to believe another year
has come and gone, I hope every-
one had a great holiday season.
January is a great month to recap
and recoup from the past year and
get that extra cleaning done that
you’ve been putting off.  It’s a great
time to clean out the storage closets
or wherever you keep extra prod-
ucts.  If you haven’t used it or need-
ed in 4 months it might be time to
part ways with it.

As far as Bakeries go make sure
you get your Valentine’s items
ordered in from DecoPac for
Valentine’s Day picks.  Mid- January
it’s a good time to change the colors
in the Bakery to red, pink, and
white.

Thanks, Carroll Happy New Year

I hope everyone had a good year in
2016 with our stores sales and per-
sonal goals, and I hope that every-
one has a wonderful new year and
now we can start setting new goals
in our stores and our personal lives.
It’s time to start cleaning out our
freezers of any holiday products in
our bakeries because January does
not have any major sales holidays,
just remember “out with old in with
the new”. 

You can start making plans for
Valentines Days, such as displays,
get with your store managers to see
how many display you can have and
where in the store you can set your
displays, and also start putting
Valentine’s Day cakes in your dis-
play cases, don’t forget to use                   

plenty of pinks, whites, reds, and
purples.  Also make sure you have
plenty of cupcakes and cookies for
school and office parties. 

Do not forget our new Sweet P’s
products that we have at Affiliated
Foods with the pretty pink and
brown labels, we have an assort-
ment of products to filled your bak-
eries with, such as donuts, cookies,
sliced cream cakes, coffee cakes
and iced cinnamon rolls, angel food
cakes and a variety of 2 bite items .
We have signage available for your
Sweet P’s displays.

So I hope everyone has a great
beginning to start the New Year
2017!  Thanks! Mario Martinez  

Bobby Pena / Deli Specialist,
rpena@afiama.com; Carroll Beeler /
B/D Specialist, beeler@afiama.com;
Mario Martinez / Bakery Specialist,
mmartinez@afiama.com
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Lizzy’s New Years’ Black Eyed Peas

A Note of Thanks!

1401 Farmers Avenue
Amarillo, TX  79118

806-372-3851

Courtesy of Val
Clawson / DeJarnett
and Shurfinebrands

“THANK YOU” to all who have contributed to the success of the
Newsletter”!  A special thanks to Dale Thompson, Kevin Fortenberry
and Kim Street for their continued support and help!  The Affiliated

Family News / Cathy Gallivan / AFINews. 
If you have anything to contribute please e-mail the
“AFI Family News” @ www.afinews@afiama.com

All our dreams can come true - if we have
the courage to pursue them. ~ Walt Disney

1 ½ packages Shurfine bacon
1 large white onion
2 cans of Shurfine Tomatoes with Green Chilies Diced
4 cans of Shurfine Black Eyed Peas with or without snaps
Shurfine Pepper
1 large pot!

Cut up the bacon into 1 inch pieces. Dice the onion. Put both into the
pot and brown. Drain the grease off. Add all of the rest to the pot...The
cans of tomatoes with green chilies and the cans of black eyed peas. 
Pepper to taste…The bacon covers the salt!
Bring to a boil, then simmer for 35-45 minutes to blend the flavors. 

Serve hot with hard rolls or fresh hot cornbread! Heartwarming on a
cold winters day, without the fuss and easy to prepare…

You can also double or triple the recipe for a crowd!

From the family recipe book of Cathy Gallivan
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May all your troubles last as long as your
New Year’s resolutions. ~ Joey Adams :)


